Editorial Article Assignment 
(Part 3)


NAME:
An editorial is the only type of newspaper writing that is SUBJECTIVE (biased, opinionated, non-neutral), unlike objective articles that are non-biased, neutral, lack opinion and are based solely on facts. 

Editorial Format: All editorials follow this simple, basic format. Paragraphs are short and concise. Editorials get to the point quickly. You can use a quote in an editorial, when it comes from a credible source and will support your point or stance.
Do not use “I” or “me” in your editorials. 
Paragraph 1 – Introduction

States the topic you will be discussing and it is usually one or two sentences.  Save your stance and supporting facts until later.  As with all introductions or ledes, this should be attention-grabbing and draw the reader in. Use an anecdote (a real story), an interesting fact, a shocking statistic, or a rhetorical question.

Paragraph Two –Reaction
This is where you actually state your opinion on the topic you mentioned.  It should be only one or two sentences.  

Paragraph Three through Five – Supportive Arguments for your stance

These paragraphs are where you sell your opinion.  You must use examples, strong facts, and details to support your stance.  Each paragraph should be two or three sentences.  Each paragraph contains a different argument for your opinion.

Paragraph Six – The Other Side

By making a counterargument (giving the other side), you are making your own argument stronger.  Only one paragraph is needed.  After you state the other side, you must then refute it. In other words, give reasons showing why that side is not valid.

Paragraph Seven – Suggestions or Solution

What do you propose to solve the issue?  This should be one paragraph.  Provide some options to fix the problem.  

Paragraph Eight – Conclusion

End with an appeal to the readers. What do you want them (or officials) to do? What message do you want them to take away from the editorial?
EXAMPLE

Paragraph I: Introduction

The warning labels on cigarette cartons tell the story: smoking can cause lung cancer, heart disease, emphysema, premature birth and injury to babies born to smokers. Yet, despite the dangers, cigarettes are readily available in convenience stores, gas stations, and liquor stores.

Paragraph II: Reaction

Although tobacco companies may defend their products, numerous studies have shown that cigarettes are as addictive as any illegal drug and as treacherous as a drunk driver. Like those societal hazards, cigarettes should be officially outlawed.

Paragraph III: Supporting arguments and facts


Cigarette smoking is one of the leading causes of death, cancer and other disease in the United States. Just look at the statistics from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Health problems traced to cigarette smoking lead to one of every five deaths, more than HIV, illegal drugs, car accidents, suicides and murders. Smoking is blamed for the majority of lung cancer deaths among men and women, and boosts the rate of heart disease, bronchitis and emphysema.

Paragraph IV: Supporting arguments and facts


Smokers are not the only ones risking illness and death from cigarettes; second-hand smoke also kills and debilitates. A 2006 report by the U.S. Surgeon General’s office concluded that nonsmokers have a substantially increased risk of heart disease and lung cancer after being exposed to second-hand, or environmental, tobacco smoke.  Many experts also trace high incidents of asthma and other respiratory ailments among children to second-hand smoke, illustrating how insidiously cigarette smoke can maim the innocent.
Paragraph V: Supporting arguments and facts

Even with clear evidence linking serious health problems to cigarettes, many smokers are unable to quit. According to the American Cancer Society, about 70 percent of smokers express a desire to stop smoking and about 40 percent try to give up cigarettes each year. However, only about four to seven percent actually manage to break the grip of cigarette addiction. The rest continue to endanger their lives and the lives of others.

Paragraph VI: The Other Side

Tobacco companies, such as Philip Morris International, have funded studies disputing the health risks associated with smoking and produce “safer” cigarettes that supposedly cut down on dangers. On its website, Philip Morris also defends the right of businesses to allow smoking in public places. Yet, even the company admits, “cigarette smoking causes lung cancer, heart disease, emphysema and other serious diseases in smokers ...There is no such thing as a "safe" cigarette.”
Paragraph VII: Suggestions or solutions


Cigarettes are deadly; the risks are real; the benefits are non-existent. The only way to stop the danger is to stop the sale of cigarettes altogether.
Paragraph VIII: Conclusion
It is time politicians took decisive action. It is time for cigarettes to be declared illegal by the United States government.
Assignment: Write an editorial on the topic you’ve chosen. You will be graded on clarity of writing, logic and strength of your argument, use of factual evidence to support your stand, grammar, punctuation and spelling. 
 The editorial should follow the attached format, and MUST include:

· A strong stance on the topic: It must be clear what side you are on and what you are calling for.

· Facts, quotes and statistics that back up your opinion. You MUST include sources (either a source sheet or internal citations) for all your facts.

· A counterargument (the other side), facts that support the counterargument, and a rebuttal that challenges the counterargument.
· An ending that includes suggestions and solutions and an appeal to readers.
· The research pages (attached) are required for 3 articles. 

· DO NOT USE “I” or “WE” or “YOU.” 
Timeline for Editorial:
· Friday, Dec. 1: When you’ve finished drafting your obituary and newspaper article, start to research your topic (all research articles are on Weebly broken up by topic). Start to fill out your research organizer; find quotes, statistics and stories to back up your stand.

· Monday, Dec. 4: Continue research; start outlining/drafting your editorial based on the attached Editorial Format.
· Tuesday, Dec. 5:  Keep drafting and outlining. 
· Wednesday-Friday, Dec. 6-8: Lab time for typing 

· Monday-Friday, Dec. 11-15 Classroom lab  time for typing  

All 3 articles (final drafts) due December 15 at end of class. You will either drop them in a newspaper template and print, OR just print all 3 articles and staple them together.  

YOUR TOPIC for this project: _________________________
NAME:____________
Article 1

Title: ________________________________________________________

Central idea: __________________________________________________

Find TEXT EVIDENCE for the following. Use QUOTATIONS if they are NOT your words!

· The definition or description of your topic

· HOW MANY PEOPLE are affected by your topic

· IN WHAT WAYS people are affected by your topic

Notes:

Consider the ways the author develops the information presented. 

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY TO THIS ARTICLE:

· Anecdotes (stories from real people)

· Expert testimony (a professional whose opinion is quoted)

· Statistics (a number that represents information like how many of a group or how often something is done)

· Definitions of important terms

· Infographics (information and statistics represented in a visual way)

You will be developing your own main idea using examples like this. Consider using some of these strategies.

YOUR TOPIC for this project: _________________________
NAME:____________

Article 2

Title: ________________________________________________________

Central idea: __________________________________________________

Find TEXT EVIDENCE for the following. Use QUOTATIONS if they are NOT your words!

· The definition or description of your topic

· HOW MANY PEOPLE are affected by your topic

· IN WHAT WAYS people are affected by your topic

Notes:

Consider the ways the author develops the information presented. 

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY TO THIS ARTICLE:

· Anecdotes (stories from real people)

· Expert testimony (a professional whose opinion is quoted)

· Statistics (a number that represents information like how many of a group or how often something is done)

· Definitions of important terms

· Infographics (information and statistics represented in a visual way)

You will be developing your own main idea using examples like this. Consider using some of these strategies.

YOUR TOPIC for this project: _________________________
NAME:____________

Article 3

Title: ________________________________________________________

Central idea: __________________________________________________

Find TEXT EVIDENCE for the following. Use QUOTATIONS if they are NOT your words!

· The definition or description of your topic

· HOW MANY PEOPLE are affected by your topic

· IN WHAT WAYS people are affected by your topic

Notes:

Consider the ways the author develops the information presented. 

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY TO THIS ARTICLE:

· Anecdotes (stories from real people)

· Expert testimony (a professional whose opinion is quoted)

· Statistics (a number that represents information like how many of a group or how often something is done)

· Definitions of important terms

· Infographics (information and statistics represented in a visual way)

You will be developing your own main idea using examples like this. Consider using some of these strategies.
